
Welcome 
to 

Tilden Middle 
School

for
7th and 8th

Grade
Articulation



We Are Here To Support You!
Irina LaGrange, Principal
Maniya Jules-Desroches, Assistant Principal
Angela Hammie-Bonner 7th Grade Counselor
Mary Bee Ciminelli 8th Grade Counselor
Armecia Duckett , Team 7 Leader
Kelly Rende, Team 7 Leader
Hope Schmidt, Team 8 Leader
Jane Stasko, Team 8 Leader
Lisa Goldman, Administrative Secretary
Terry Smith, Attendance Secretary
Vicky Manos, Counseling Secretary



Required Courses

Requirements for Seventh Grade

• English or ESOL
• Math
• Investigations in Science 7
• Advanced World Studies 7
• Physical Education and 

Health

Requirements for Eighth Grade

• English or ESOL
• Math
• Investigations In 

Earth/Space Systems
• Advanced U.S. History
• Physical Education and 

Health



English/Reading Articulation

Regina Rodriguez



ENGLISH
ENGLISH 7

• Integrates reading, writing, 
listening, speaking and viewing

• For highly motivated students 
with a lively interest in the 
power and versatility of 
language

• Students are expected to work 
independently

ADVANCED ENGLISH 7

ENGLISH 8
• Integrates reading, writing, listening, 

speaking and viewing

• Students will read novels, 
autobiographies, short stories and 
study Shakespeare

ADVANCED ENGLISH 8

• For highly motivated students with 
a lively interest in the power and 
versatility of language



Math Articulation

Ms. Miim Kwak





SCIENCE
INVESTIGATIONS IN SCIENCE 7

• Topics related to:
• Biochemistry
• Genetics
• Structure and function
• Biotechnology

• Problem/project-based curriculum

• Students engage in science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics in order to propose 
solutions to identified problems

INVESTIGATIONS IN EARTH 
SPACE SYSTEMS

• Topics include the interrelated systems of:
• Hydrosphere
• Cryosphere
• Geosphere
• Biosphere
• Atmosphere 



ADVANCED WORLD STUDIES 7

• Through the study of world civilizations, students learn 
about political, economic and social systems today

• Analysis of primary-source texts and visuals is a central 
method for learning about the past and the challenges of 
historical interpretation



ADVANCED U. S. HISTORY 8

• Prepares students for the high school social studies 
program

• Covers U.S. history from the Revolutionary War through 
Reconstruction



PHYSICAL EDUCATION
• Develop general fitness and skills through team sports, 

individual activities and developmental activities

• Activities include soccer, softball, volleyball,  dance, 
lacrosse, tennis, table tennis,  badminton, track and field,  
weight training



HEALTH EDUCATION (9 weeks)

Topics covered:
• Mental and emotional health
• Tobacco, alcohol and other drugs
• Nutrition and fitness
• Safety and injury prevention
• Family life and human sexuality
• Disease prevention and control



WORLD LANGUAGES

• Reading

• Writing

• Listening

• Speaking

• Cultural awareness

Languages/levels offered:

• French 1 A/B

• French 2 A/B

• French 3 A/B (may be taught at WJ)

• Spanish I A (7th grade only)

• Spanish 1B   (8th grade only)

• Spanish 1 A/B

• Spanish 2 A/B

• Spanish 3 A/B (may be taught at WJ)

High school credit earned and recorded on HS 
transcript by passing both 

semesters (A and B) AND passing final exam



7th grade elective options
Full year offerings
• World language
• Instrumental music
• General Chorus
• Guitar Ensemble
• Journalism/Yearbook
• Computer Art 

Fundamentals

Semester offerings
• Exploring Theatre
• Family and Consumer Science
• TV Studio
• Introduction to Computers
• Lights, Camera, Literacy



8th grade elective options
Full year offerings
• World language
• Instrumental music
• General Chorus
• Guitar Ensemble
• Journalism/Yearbook
• Foundations of Art A/B

Semester offerings
• Ceramic Studio
• Foods and Nutrition
• TV Studio 
• Introduction to Computers



STUDENT ASSISTANT

• This is a one year commitment 

• This position takes the place of an elective.  

• May help in the main office, in the counseling office, or in the Media 
Center.

• May work as a buddy to a special education student in the LFI 
program.  

Indicate your interest on the bottom of the registration sheet and 
you will be contacted over the summer.



OTHER CLASSES
Students may be recommended for: 

• Developmental Reading (two periods)
• READ 180/ READ 180 flex (two periods)
• Reading 7/8
• Alternative 1
• Resource
• Algebra Intervention (only for 8th graders)

These classes take the place of an elective and are 
designed to support the student in critical areas of need.



Looking ahead…
• Our feeder high school is Walter Johnson HS

• You could leave Tilden MS with 9 high school credits.  If you are 
enrolled in any high school credit course, you are starting your high 
school transcript with a GPA. 

• All eighth graders have the opportunity to apply for APEX, the signature 
program at Walter Johnson. This is an intellectually stimulating and 
competitive program within the student's own community which offers 
the flexibility to pursue individual educational goals, including AP 
courses.  Applications and more information are available on the WJ 
website. 

• Other opportunities for competitive programs within MCPS:
• Blair’s Science, Mathematics and Computer Science Magnet Program
• Richard Montgomery’s International Baccalaureate Diploma Program
• Poolesville’s Global Ecology House
• Poolesville’s Humanities House



TAKING HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT COURSES 
IN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Courses available at Tilden:
Algebra 1 A/B
Honors Geometry A/B
Honors Algebra 2 A/B
French/Spanish 1 A/B
French/Spanish 2 A/B
French/Spanish 3 A/B
Advanced English A/B
Foundations of Art A/B

FAQs:
• What if I’m not recommended?
• Can I try it, to see how I like it?
• What can I expect regarding the level 

of work demand?
• How many courses should I take each 

year?
• How does a student earn credit?
• Are the grades calculated into the HS 

GPA?
• When does it go on the HS transcript?
• What if I’m not doing well? Can a 

course be repeated? What happens to 
the grades?



Requirements for earning 
High School Credit 

while in Middle School
• Pass semester A
• Pass semester B
• Pass the semester B final exam
• Exception for Advanced English 8:

- only reported if student receives a 
final grade of A or B











Who to contact if you have questions….

• Math = Miim_Kwak@mcpsmd.org                      
• English or reading = Regina_B_Rodrigues@mcpsmd.org
• Foreign language = Patricia_R_DurJava@mcpsmd.org
• Science = Pamela_K_Fountain@mcpsmd.org
• World Studies = David_K_Cochran@mcpsmd.org
• Physical Education/Health Education = Patricia_S_O’Reilly@mcpsmd.org
• Music electives = Timothy_S_Patrie@mcpsmd.org
• Other electives = Patricia_S_O’Reilly@mcpsmd.org (she will forward to the specific teacher)

• Special education = Christina_Sloan@mpsmd.org
• Counselor assignments for 2012-2013 school year

 6th grade = James_N_Alessi@mcpsmd.org
 7th grade  = Angela_D_Hammie-Bonner@mcpsmd.org
 8th grade =  Mary_B_Ciminelli@mcpsmd.org

• Administrator assignments for 2012-2013 school year
 Assistant Principal/ 6th grade  = Jeff_S_Leaman@mcpsmd.org
 Assistant Principal/ 7th grade  = Maniya_J_Desroches@mcpsmd.org
 Principal/ 8th grade  =Irina_LaGrange@mcpsmd.org


